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that zone of the heavens which is occupied by the
galaxy show a very decided preference for the parts
of that zofte which are actually traversed by the Milky
Way. For instance, we find no stars above the fifth
magnitude, and very few of these, in the Coal-sackg, or
in the rift which crosses the Milky Way in Argo, or,
again, in the space which lies between the two branches
where the Milky Way is double. If this is an accident,
it is a very extraordinary one, especially when it is
remembered that the region where it occurs is the very
part of the heavens where stars of all magnitudes may
be expected to be most profusely distributed; that the
spaces thus left vacant form no inconsiderable aliquot
part of that zone ; and that, according to the accepted
theory, there is no reason for expecting any peculiarity
of the sort.

Thus, again, setting aside preconceived opinions,
and judging only according to the evidence, we seem
led to regard the coincidence as not accidental, but as
indicating that there really is a very close association
between the bright stars and those small stars forming
the milky light, which, according to the accepted
theory, would lie so many times farther from us.*

Now, if we have not been mistaken so far, it is very

clear what views we are to form.    Tf the Milky Way

i^

* I may add that, in drawing the maps for my new star-atlas, I have
been very much surprised to find how in many cases the position, nay
t^e very shape, of the Milky Way is indicated hy the lucid stars which
fall on its jjjone Although my own views had led me to look for a
peculiarity of the sort, it has been much more striking in its character
than I had expected.
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